
The  Voter 
League of Women Voters of Berkeley • Albany • Emeryville

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 8

IN THIS ISSUE:
2      Not a President’s Column 

 
3      Smart Voter

The Topic: Oil
Transferable Energy Quotas
New Members

4     Photos from Annual Luncheon

5     Photos from Luncheon continued

6      Managing our Cities Without a State 
Budget     

Foundation Supports League’s 
Educational Activities

7      August Donations
CA Universal Healthcare Act

8      Calendar 

1414 University Avenue • Suite D • Berkeley • California • 94702-1509  
tel : 510.843.8824 • fax :  510.843.8828 • email : office@lwvbae.org • website: lwvbae.org

Labor Day is past, and election season is in full swing. As you 
can tell from Phoebe Watts’ and Lois Brubeck’s Not a President’s 
Column on page 2, our League needs your help to fulfill our 
traditional roles in voter education and as facilitators for voter 
registration. If you have the desire, interest and time, please heed 
their call.

In addition to the activities Phoebe and Lois list, we have 
also been called on to help out in this fall’s student government 
election at Berkeley’s Willard Middle School on October 22, and 
in the mock general elections at Albany High (also on October 
22) and Berkeley High (October 30).

The Willard election on October 22 requires League volunteers 
to fill 3 shifts of three persons each: 8:30 – 10:45, 10:30 – 12:45, and 
12:30 – 2:45. Those who volunteer will hand out ballots, supervise 
the ballot box, and tabulate the votes. For answers to questions, 
or to sign up, please contact Helene Lecar (hlecar1@ix.netcom.
com or 549-9719).

Also on October 22, we will need volunteers to supervise 
student voters and election workers at Albany High’s mock 
presidential election. Again, there will be three shifts: 8 – 10:30, 
10:30 – 1, and 1 – 3:30. Those who volunteer will work alongside 
Albany PTSA volunteers to sign in student voters, supervise the 
ballot box, supervise the transfer of voted ballots to the counting 
room, and supervise student workers as they count ballots. 

Our role in the Berkeley High School mock election on 
October 30 will be similar, except that we will count the ballots 
and report the results instead of supervising student workers. The 
shift hours at BHS on October 30 are the same as those at AHS 
on October 22. For questions about either of these two mock 
elections, or to sign up for one or more shifts, please contact Bill 
Chapman (bill@classroomtools.com or 527-0827).

Call fOR ElECTiOn SEaSOn 
VOlunTEERS!

Michael Krasny addresses more 
than 200 annual luncheon guests 

at Hs Lordships on August 21. 
See pages 4 and 5 for 

more photos.
(continued on p. 2)
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nOT a PRESidEnT’S COlumn
Do you know that:

...a 17-year old, who will be 18 by election day, 
may register to vote?

...a felon on parole may NOT vote, but a person 
on probation MAY vote?

...that registration closes on October 20?

...that you can check the Alameda County website 
to find out whether you are registered or not?

AND that there are 27 measures that we are 
called to vote for or against on the November 4 
ballot, plus candidates for local, regional, state 
and national offices?

Voter Registration

Help us at the Spice of Life Festival:

We will have a table at the festival, on October 19, 
the last day before the close of registration.  Please 
help out for an hour or two, passing out registration 
forms and the Pros and Cons.   Call the office to sign 
up.

Before that date, we encourage you to pick up 
some forms and Pros and Cons at the League office 
just to have with you to hand out when the occasion 
arises.   

The Speakers Bureau:

Help is on the way.   LWVBAE trained speakers, 
organized by Eloise Bodine, will present the pros 
and the cons of the multiple and confusing ballot 
measures on October 7, at the Albany Library. 
This is for League members and the community 
at large.    The League will also send speakers to 
other locales as requested.  In the past, we have 
spoken to community and church groups, senior 
centers, workplaces, homeowners associations, 
PTAs, student organizations and school classes.  You 
are invited to offer any suggestions for such talks. 
Remember that many people cast absentee ballots 
early, and so the sooner these talks are given, the 
better.  You may also go along with a speaker if you 
would like to see how the job is done.   Then you, too, 
might decide to try doing such presentations in the 
future!  Contact the office for further information.

Candidates Forums:

We have taped candidates forums for Berkeley 
mayor, city council, rent and school board races.  
They will be aired often and various hours.  The 
schedule is on the LWVBAE website.  Notification 

Berkeley City College is also focusing on 
the elections, although the activity times have 
not yet been set.  Their student government and 
student ambassadors will be helping people on 
campus register and learn about the issues, and 
we have been asked to help train the trainers.  If 
you are available for a one-to-two hour session 
as a resource for future college registrars, please 
call or e-mail Helene Lecar (hlecar1@ix.netcom.
com or 549-9719).

Finally, remember to encourage your eligible, 
unregistered friends and relatives to register to 
vote by October 20, and to cast your ballot on 
November 4. For information regarding the 
issues and candidates on your ballot, be sure 
to visit http://www.smartvoter.org/, and don’t 
forget that our league web site (http://lwvbae.
org/) will contain links to the printed league 
materials that you’ve come to rely on – “Pros 
and Cons”, detailed analyses of state ballot 
measures, and “Vote with the League” flyers.

Bill Chapman 
Civics Education Action Committee

ElECTiOn VOlunTEERS 
(continued from page 1)

of times and places of live candidate meetings in 
Berkeley and Albany are on the website as well.

Get ready and vote!

Phoebe Watts and Lois Brubeck
Co-chairs, Election Services 
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Severin Borenstein, Professor of Business 
Administration and Public Policy in the Haas 
School of Business at UCB, and the Director of 
the U.C. Energy Institute, will speak about: “Cost,  
Conflict and Climate: U.S. Challenges in the World 
Oil Market” at the Monday, October 13, meeting 
of the Environmental Concerns Committee. This 
important meeting will be at the home of Art 
and Roselyn Rosenfeld, 160 Southampton Ave. in 
Berkeley, from 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Severin Borenstein is an economist and expert 
on Energy Policy and Climate Change who has been 
the Director of the University of California Energy 
Institute (UCEI) since 1994.  UCEI is a multi-campus 
research unit of the University of California system.  
Since its inception in 1980, UCEI’s mission has been 
to foster research and educate students and policy-
makers on energy issues that are crucial to the 
future of California, the nation, and the world.

Carol Stone
Environmental Concerns Committee

www.SmaRTVOTER.ORg
fOR BEST ElECTiOn infO!

    The best Web site of all for comprehensive, 
nonpartisan election information is the Smart Voter 
site, www.smartvoter.org, a service of the League of 
Women Voters.

    The site answers all questions about voter reg-
istration, the next election, and changes in voting 
procedures.

    And to see all the candidates and issues that 
will appear on YOUR ballot, you’ll just need to type 
in your street address and ZIP code, and all will be 
revealed to you, complete with links to candidate 
information and ballot measure descriptions.

    And if you have a nagging question you need 
answered about any election held in the last 10 
years, the site includes historic ballot measure and 
candidate archives going back to 1998.

    Informed voters can find out virtually all they 
need to know at this great League-sponsored site.  
You’ll be doing your friends a real favor by referring 
them to this online fount of information.

                                Sherry Smith
 Smart Voter Coordinator

ThE TOPiC: Oil

uK’S PROPOSEd TRanSfERaBlE 
EnERgy QuOTaS dESCRiBEd TO 

ClimaTE ChangE TEam
Adam Donnan of the Institution of 

Environmental Sciences, London, spoke to the 
League’s Climate Change Team at our August 20th 
meeting, at the invitation of Jan Blumenkrantz.  The 
topic was Transferable Energy Quotas, or TEQs.  

TEQs are a method of allocating, or rationing, 
carbon-emitting energy.  The scheme is being 
considered currently by the United Kingdom’s (UK) 
Parliament.   It would guarantee reduction of UK’s 
carbon emissions by at least 60% (from 1990 levels) 
by 2050.  A steeper reduction may be necessary.

How it would work.   Every year TEQs would be 
issued, with 40% going to adult UK citizens and 60% 
being offered for tender (quotas offered for bid).  
TEQs would be required for purchase of any energy 
in proportion to the amount of carbon it emits.  The 
number of TEQs offered would be ratcheted down 
each year to reach the desired goal.  All entities 
in Britain, including government, business and all 
organizations, would be required to present TEQs 
for purchase of carbon-emitting energy.  Unlike a 
tax, this scheme would put government in the same 
position as citizens, organizations, and businesses.  
In addition, TEQs provide a predictable path so 
that businesses and consumers can logically plan 
ahead.

Mr. Donnan was optimistic that the TEQ 
proposal would be passed in parliament for 
implementation in 2012.  For more information 
on TEQs visit http://www.teqs.net/.

Linda Swift and Jan Blumenkrantz
Co-chairs, Climate Change Team

nEw mEmBERS
Our Warmest Welcome 

To New Members:

Almalee Henderson
Sarah Robinson
Claudine Torfs

Sonja Artle
Jill and Ken Berrick

Eleanor Chandler

Emmy Davis 
Alma Gardner

Linda and Tim Perry

To Returning Members:

Mary Foote
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OVER 200 EnjOy 9Th annual lunChEOn

For captions, color and more photos, see the album at http://lwvbae.org/
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For captions, color and more photos, see the album at http://lwvbae.org/

SPiRiTOf ThE lEaguE
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fOundaTiOn SuPPORTS lEaguE’S 
EduCaTiOnal aCTiViTiES

     Our League is one of the few that has its own 
Foundation, established in 1992 to support the 
educational program of LWVBAE.

    Other Leagues have arrangements with the 
State League whereby people wanting to make 
tax-deductible contributions contribute to the 
State Foundation, and their donations are ear-
marked for use by the League for which the 
contribution was intended.

    Ours provides for a more straightforward do-
nation, made directly payable to the League 
of Women Voters of Berkeley Foundation.  The 
reason for the name difference between our 
Foundation and our League is that the Founda-
tion was established before the “Albany & Em-
eryville” was added to our “sphere of influence”, 
and, due to expense, we have not altered the 
Foundation’s name.

    Rest assured that all contributions to the 
Foundation benefit the League program in all 
three of our cities.

    Since its establishment in 1992, the Founda-
tion has been administered by a five-member 
Board, each member serving a maximum of 
two 2 year terms, comprising members of the 
League.  Many of these Board members have 
been former LWVBAE Presidents.  The current 
Board includes Nancy Bickel, Eloise Bodine, 
Shireen Burns, Tom Coulter, and Sherry Smith.

    Under the provisions of the Internal Revenue 
Code section 501(c)(3) under which it is incor-
porated, the Foundation can provide funds 
for the League’s voter education services like 
the development, printing, and distribution 
of “Pros and Cons” and the “Easy Voter Guide” 
publication, providing nonpartisan election in-
formation to the public.  Expenses we entail in 
such projects as assisting high school students 
with mock elections and in providing informa-
tion regarding voter registration can also be 
reimbursed to the League through Foundation 
underwriting.

    The Foundation relies primarily on the gen-
erosity of League members for its support.  The 
Foundation can be and has been the beneficia-
ry of legacies by way of designation in wills and 

trusts. Some members who have passed away 
have asked that the League and the League 
Foundation be the recipients of memorial gifts 
in their name, and we are extremely grateful 
for their thoughtfulness in making this re-
quest of their friends and relatives.

    Gifts made payable to the League of Women 
Voters of Berkeley Foundation can be sent to 
the League’s office address, 1414 University 
Avenue, Suite D, Berkeley 92702.  If you wish, 
you could clip this article and keep it with your 
estate planning files.

    The Foundation provides needed, regular 
support to the work of the League, and we 
deeply appreciate the gifts of those who help 
sustain our ability to underwrite these impor-
tant public services.

                                                        Sherry Smith
 Foundation President

Running On EmPTy…
managing OuR 

CiTiES wiThOuT a 
STaTE BudgET

Join the League of Women Voters of Berkeley, 
Albany, Emeryville and budget officers from our 

three cities as we consider what is involved in 
surviving this year’s budget impasse.

Free and open to the public

Tuesday, September 9, 2008 12:15 to 2 PM

in the Edith Stone Room of the Albany Public 
Library, Masonic Ave. and Marin Ave.

LWVBAE at 843-8824, office@lwvbae.org



THE  VOTERO c t O b e r  2 0 0 8 PAGE  7

lEaguE Of wOmEn VOTERS
Of BERKElEy, alBany and EmERyVillE

BOaRd 2008-2009

 Recording Secretary:  sherry keith

 Treasurer:  biLL chapman

 Co-VPs Action:  mim haWLey

   Jean safir

 Co-VP Election Services:  phOebe Watts

    LOis brubeck 
    (Off-bOard)
 Voter Editor:  aLice kisch

 Membership Chair:  karen neLsOn

 Health Care Director:  ursuLa rOLfe

 Director of Education:  heLene Lecar

 Directors-at-Large:  Jane cOuLter

   ginette pOLak

   sherry smith

 Director of Observer Corps:  phOebe Watts
  (nOn-bOard pOrtfOLiO)
 Climate Change Team:  Jan bLumenkrantz
  (nOn-bOard pOrtfOLiO)  Linda sWift

Louetta Erlin 
Donations Secretary 

Many thanks for remembering your League.

Jane Bergen
Ken Berrick
Robert J. Breurer
Ann and George Crowe
Andrea Foley
Angharad Jones
Annette Lys
Julie Nachtwey
Allie Norton
Linda Perry
Jo Ann Price
Christine Rosen
Meredith Stout
Ruthann Taylor
Elsa Tranter
Renate Tubman
Lassie Ulman
Kathleen Wright

tO the LWVbae generaL fund

auguST dOnaTiOnS

tO the LWVb fOundatiOn

Nancy and Peter Bickel
     in memory of Luanne Rogers
Eva and David Bradford
Ann and George Crowe
Shirley Issel
Julie Nachtwey
Louise Rasmussen

       SB840, ThE CalifORnia 
uniVERSal hEalThCaRE aCT, 

On gOVERnOR’S dESK
        SB840 passed both houses of the Califor-
nia legislature, and, as of this writing in early 
September, is now on the governor’s desk.  This 
bill, strongly supported by the California League 
of Women Voters, guarantees comprehensive 
health insurance coverage to every California 
resident, allows patients to choose their own 
doctors and hospitals while saving  consumers, 

businesses, taxpayers and state as well as local 
governments millions of dollars. 

        Governor Schwarzenegger vetoed a nearly 
identical bill in 2006, stating that he could not 
support a “government run healthcare system”.  
However, the truth is that SB840 will provide 
PUBLIC FINANCING and PRIVATE DELIVERY;  that 
is, all moneys will be collected and all bills will 
be paid by a single public agency, but provid-
ers and hospitals will REMAIN PRIVATE.

        California is the first state in the nation in 
which the legislature has passed a single payer, 
universal healthcare bill.  Nationally, HR 676, 
the United States National Health Insurance 
Act, (“Expanded & Improved Medicare For All”) 
has been introduced by Representative John 
Conyers and has 92 co-sponsors.

        During the next months there will be much 
discussion about ways to provide universal 
healthcare, both on a state and a national level.  
The single payer options are the only means to 
save the excessive administrative expenses and 
to prevent the inequities that result from our 
market-based  private insurance system.

        Ursula Rolfe
        LWVBAE Board Member for Health Care
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N o n - P r o f i t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n
U . S . P o s t a g e 
P a i d
B e r k e l e y , C A
permit No. 29

calendarhow to join
fill in coupon below and mail with your 
check in the  amount of $65 ($30 for 
each additional household member; 
$30 for a  student membership) to 
the order of LWVBAE,

Name: ___________________________

________________________________

Address:_________________________

________________________________

Tel. Day: ________________________

Tel. Eve. _________________________

Email: __________________________

Fax: ____________________________

Joining at the local level makes you 
a member at all levels:  LWVBAE, 
Bay Area, State and National.  Dues 
and contributions to the League are 
not tax deductible.  Contributions to 
the LWVB Foundation are deductible 
to the extent allowed by law.

1414 University Avenue, Suite D
Berkeley, CA  94702-1509
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p. Watts, 525.6614

J. gardner, 548.5292

a. Kisch, 985.0651
p.Watts, 525.6614

c. stone, 549.0959

J. safir, 524.9088

J. gardner, 548.5292

p. Watts, 525.6614

cathy Lynch, 527.2173

B. chapman, 527.0827

h. Lecar 549.9719

m. haWLey 527.7727
B. chapman, 527.0827

J. Barrett, 845.8055

a. Kisch, 985.0651     
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2:30 pm
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8:00 am - 
3:30 pm

prOs & cOns 
berkeLey centraL Library meeting rOOm,
2090 kittredge st., at shattuck  

membership deVeLOpment cOmmittee
League Office

DeaDline for november voter
brOWn bag Lunch tOpic prOs & cOns

aLbany Library, 1247 marin aVe
enVirOnmentaL cOncerns cOmmittee 

160 sOuthamptOn aVe. 
cLimate change cOmmittee

League Office
actiOn cOmmittee

League Office
ciVics educatiOn actiOn cOmmittee 

dOris nassiry’s, 2746 Webster st. 
spice Of Life festiVaL 

shattuck aVe betWeen Virginia st. & rOse st. 
VOLunteers needed at LWV tabLe

voter registration closes
heaLth care cOmmittee

League Office
mOck eLectiOn at aLbany high schOOL

VOLunteers needed! (see p. 1)
WiLLard student gOV’t eLectiOn 

WiLLard middLe schOOL, stuart st. 
east Of teLegraph aVe.    VOLunteers
needed in 2 hOur shifts! 

LWV bOard meets at League Office
mOck eLectiOn at berkeLey high schOOL

VOLunteers needed! (see p. 1)

election DaY!  
VOLunteers needed 

deadLine fOr december-January VOter

SEPTEmBER

OCTOBER

nOVember

J. BLumenKrantz, 548.3845


