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Alameda County Measures 
 

Ballot Measure AA Sales Tax for Healthcare Services 

 
THE QUESTION: Should Alameda County keep 
the current ½ cent per dollar sales tax for 
essential healthcare services, including Highland 
Hospital, until June 2034?  Requires a 2/3 
majority affirmative vote for passage on June 3, 
2014 
  

THE SITUATION: In 2004, county voters 
approved Measure A by 71%, so Alameda County 
added an additional half-cent to the total sales 
tax until 2019. The tax income adds to money 
from other sources. It helps pay for emergency 
care, hospital care, outpatient care, and public 
health, mental health and substance abuse 
services for poor, homeless, low-income, and 
uninsured adults, children, families, seniors and 
other residents of Alameda County. The money 
also helps prevent county clinics and hospitals 
from closing. 
  

Measure A says that 75% of the tax revenue 
must be spent on the Alameda County public 
health system, including Highland Hospital. The 
remaining 25% of the tax revenue is distributed 
by the Board of Supervisors, based on the need 
for healthcare services, to a network of providers 
throughout the county for medical services; 
emergency care not paid for by insurance or 
other sources; and public health, mental health 
and substances abuse services.  
  

WHAT THIS MEASURE WOULD DO: The amount 
of sales tax would stay the same at ne-half cent 
per dollar, but the tax would continue until 2034. 
The Measure A Oversight Committee would 
continue to review expenditures of Measure AA 
funds and provide an annual report to the 
County Board of Supervisors and the public. If 

approved, the measure AA tax would not come 
into force until the expiration of measure A in 
2019.  
  

SUPPORTERS SAY:  
 

• Alameda County still faces declining federal 
and state health care funding, so without  this 
tax it will be less able to provide for needed 
health care for low-income and uninsured adults, 
children, families and seniors.  
  

• Measure AA funds will continue to stabilize the 
Alameda County Medical Center’s budget and 
expand its health care services as the county’s 
“safety net” medical center.  
  

• Measure AA funds are essential in supporting 
primary care clinics in areas that need help most; 
Children’s and St. Rose Hospitals (both “safety 
net” hospitals); and school health clinics/services 
in schools throughout the county.  
  

OPPONENTS SAY:  
 

• A sales tax is a regressive and volatile revenue 
source for long-term continuing health care 
needs. We should make common sense reforms 
so that counties can once again decide how their 
own property taxes should be distributed. Funds 
should be distributed to respond to changing 
needs rather than keeping a fixed distribution 
formula.  
  

• This half-cent sales tax would continue to make 
Alameda County residents one of the most highly 
taxed groups in the state.  
  

• Why is this measure on the ballot in 2014 
when it is not due to expire until 2019? 
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Members and Friends- 
 
This unified publication Pros and Cons of the Alameda County Measure AA and State Propositions 41 
and 42 along with the popular "Vote With the League" flyer have been packaged together for your 
convenience by the League of Women Voters Berkeley Albany Emeryville.  Please share these 
documents with your friends and family.  Additional copies are available outside the LWVBAE Office 
on the "bookcase" for your convenience along with the Easy Voter.  It will also be available at the 
LWVBAE Annual Meeting on May 22, 2014. 
 

The LWV California Education 
Fund's Pros and Cons is a 
nonpartisan explanation that 
includes both supporting and 
opposing arguments. The 
arguments come from many 
sources and are not limited to 
those presented in the Official 
Voter Information Guide.  The 

League does not judge the merits of the arguments or guarantee their validity.  The pros and cons 
were excerpted from the League of Women Voters California Education Fund's LWV Pros and Cons 
(March 15, 2014 retrieved from www.cavotes.org). 

 

CRUCIAL 2014 Primary Dates 
 

Early voting begins                                              May 5 
Voter Information Guide in mail                       Apr 24-May 14 
Last day to register or update registration      May 19 
Last day to request Vote by Mail Ballot           May 27 
PRIMARY ELECTION DAY                                   JUNE 3 
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