
Emeryville 2014 Ballot Measures 

 

Emery Unified School District 
 

Measure K:  Parcel Tax 

 2/3 Vote Required 
 

The Question:   Should Emery Unified School District (EUSD) renew its existing voter-approved parcel tax at 
the current rate of 15 cents per square foot of building area for 20 more years to sustain local programs for 
students? 
 

What Measure K Would Do:  K would renew the current tax rate for 20 more years.   This would continue 
local programs for reading, writing, math, and science; keep classes small and school libraries open; recruit 
and retain qualified experienced teachers and staff; maintain classroom technology; provide counselors. The 
tax includes an exemption for seniors over 65 and independent citizens’ oversight. No funds will be spent on 
administrator salaries, pensions or benefits.   
 

The Way it is Now:   Emery Unified School District has a 15 cent per square foot tax that will expire on June 
31, 2017. 
 

Fiscal Effect:   K continues a current tax, so there would be no fiscal change if it passes. If it does not pass, 
school funding would decrease by 25%.  
 

Supporters Say:  
• K would continue core academic programs in reading, writing, math and science; keep small classes and 
school libraries open and more. 
• If K fails, class sizes would increase significantly and other programs would decrease or disappear.  
• A broad community coalition supports K to maintain good public education and stable property values. 
  

No opposing argument was filed. 
  

The full text of Measure K:  http://www.acgov.org/rov/elections/20141104/documents/MeasureK-v3.pdf 

 

Emeryville 
 

Measure U: City Charter and  

Measure V: Property Transfer Tax 

 Simple Majority Required 
 

The Question for Measure U:  Should Emeryville become a charter city authorized to adopt a local real 
property transfer tax, if voters approve such a tax? Adopting Measure U would give the city local control over 
funding essential city services.  The City Council’s powers would not change and would continue be limited by 
State general law. Voters would have to agree before any further expansion of the Charter.  
 

The Question for Measure V:  Should the City of Emeryville adopt the proposed Real Property Transfer Tax 
that would be paid at the time of sale by buyers and sellers of property?  Adopting the tax would maintain 
essential city services such as: police, fire and emergency services; street, sewer and storm drain 
maintenance; park and open space development and maintenance; bike and pedestrian safety; child care and 
programs for youth and seniors. 
 

What the Measures U & V Would Do:   A YES vote for Measure U would authorize the City to become a 
charter city which could adopt a local real property transfer tax and set a new rate, if voters approve such a 
change.  
 

http://www.acgov.org/rov/elections/20141104/documents/MeasureK-v3.pdf


A YES vote on Measure V would allow the city to impose and manage its own property transfer tax starting 
Jan.1, 2015. The proposed tax rate would be $12 per $1,000 of the sale price. Property in the City’s affordable 
housing program would be exempt.  
 

The Way it is Now:   The City of Emeryville is not a charter city; it is a general law city and follows the laws of 
the State of California. Real property transfer tax rates for general law cities are set by the County and limited 
by State general law to no more than $1.10 per $1,000 of the sale price. Emeryville receives half or $0.55 per 
$1,000 of the sale price; the other half goes to the County. 
 

Fiscal Effect:   In the recent economic downturn, Emeryville lost $21M from its redevelopment agency.  This 
measure would work toward replacing this loss of income.  In 2013, Emeryville received approximately 
$130,000 from the City’s share of the County real property transfer tax.  If Emeryville had been a charter city 
with a local real property transfer rate of $12 per $1,000 in 2013, Emeryville would have received an 
additional $2.85M– with 85% of those funds coming from the sale of commercial property.  
 

Supporters Say:  

 Emeryville lost state redevelopment agency funding in the recent fiscal crisis.   

 We need an new source of revenue to support our many community services; U and V will provide 
that revenue. 

 If the City had had the power to set local property transfer tax rates, the City could have collected 
more than $2M when the Emeryville Towers were sold. 

 The charter cannot be amended without a ballot measure approved by voters. 
 

Opponents Say:  

 Emeryville isn’t broken, why fix it? Surrounding charter cities like Oakland and Berkeley are broken. 

 The very limited charter proposed in U could be expanded in future to, for example, increase Council 
members’ pay, change zoning ordinances and more.  

 The property transfer tax will make homes less affordable. 

 There is no guarantee your tax money will be spend on important services for residents. 
 
The full text of Measure U:  www.acgov.org/rov/elections/20141104/documents/MeasureU-V3.pdf 
 

The full text of Measure V:  www.acgov.org/rov/elections/20141104/documents/MeasureV-V3.pdf 

http://www.acgov.org/rov/elections/20141104/documents/MeasureU-V3.pdf
http://www.acgov.org/rov/elections/20141104/documents/MeasureV-V3.pdf

